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reproduction of the theme of the Control social, is the American
Declaration of Independence, penned by Jefferson, in 1776:
When in the course of human events it becomes necessary for
one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected
them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth
the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and
of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions
of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which
impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
inalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness* That whenever any form of government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, laying
its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in
such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety
and happiness.1
The basis of the Declaration is the insistence on free-
dom and happiness as being part of nature's plan, and on
the State as deriving its authority from a social compact de-
signed for these ends. The citizen of Geneva was moving
the world.
The storm which ultimately broke upon the world in 1789
came out of France. Yet at one time it had seemed that the
revolution would start in Germany. For it was there, for a time,
that the greatest spiritual ferment reigned, chiefly in the third
quarter of the century, when all the intellectuals were subject
to Sturm und Drang. The " Storm and Stress " agitation was
a revolt against convention in literature, in society. It was an
assertion of the individual, of his instinct, passion, genius.
It was an appeal to sentiment, to emotion, to nature. Sturm
und Drang was, in fact, the German expression of the " back
to nature " movement, and was much influenced by Rousseau's
work; it was actually, however, the prelude not to a political
revolution, but to a fuller development of German literature
1 Cf. Carl Becker, The Declaration~of Independence (1922).